The Altitude

Published by the Long Island Aero Radio Society

Volume 15, Issue 2, Feb 2009

AMA CHARTERED CLUB #454

President:  Michael Falco 834-3244 Editor: Lionel Bernstein ~ 589-1758
e-mail: mfalco@brotechelectronics.com Board: Andy King 399-5828 || Proof Reader:  Ruby Bernstein

V. Pres: Jim Soque * 088-5422 | | Board: Fred Krage 399-3329 || Video Librarian:  Fred Krage 399-3329

Secretary:  Ted Ams 981-1522 | | Board: Jim Milligan 516 805-3177 || Field Marshall:  Andy King 399-5828

Treasurer:  Nick Miceli 289-9138 | | Field Permits: Michael Falco 834-3244 || Guest Observer:  Avey Shaw 271-0145

Next meeting at: Brookhaven Recreation Center, Blue Point, NY
Take Notet  ——— > February 19, 2009 8:00 PM <—— Take Note
L.ILAR.S. Club Website: http://WWW.LIARSRC.COM

* “CHILI FLY” RESCHEDULED FOR FEB 15th, 10am - lpm

a message from the President.....

In early January, the Trustees attended the first board
meeting of the year; my first as President of the club.
It went very well, in part, and certainly not the least,
due to the warm hospitality of Jim Soque in whose
home the meeting was held. While not wishing to in-
trude upon the congenial atmosphere, the board did
discuss some business.

We will be examining and updating two club docu-
ments, Club Field Operation Manual and (Field) Ad-
ministration Manual. If you visit the LIARS website,
you can read a copy of both, and for the latter, will
find that it is obviously well out of date. The inten-
tion is not to change existing rules, but rather to
modernize. | invite comment during the February
meeting on any item contained therein or perceived
omission.

Also, on the website, you will find an updated LIARS
club instructors’ list. During the whole of 2007, the
board had been casually observing instructor activity,
and, from October 2007, has been specifically track-
ing it; a revised Pilots’ Test form includes a line for
primary flight instructor.

For those who have been active in the program, your
efforts are greatly appreciated. As | stated in the
January newsletter, one important function of the
Board is to encourage growth and prosperity such
that new generations of modelers will have the oppor-
tunities we all now share. It is self evident that In-
structors serve a vital purpose towards this end.

For those who have not been active, we thank you
very much for your past participation. However, re-
sponsibly we cannot list inactive Instructor’s. Conse-
quently, five have been dropped from the list and
they will be issued a Pilot’s permit instead of an In-
structors permit. The board will continue monitoring
and adjusting this list as necessary.

On another matter, the club has obtained high qual-
ity clip-on permit holders. Field rules dictate that
members wear their badges on an outer garment
and visible at all times. Practical distribution of the
badges is yet to be determined, but certainly they
will be available at the meetings. They cannot be
mailed due to bulkiness of the clip.

Speaking of permits, as per the club Bylaws, all re-
newals are to be completed by the end of February.
Beyond that date, a late fee of $10 is imposed.
There is, then, stipulated a short grace period, but
afterwards, the member is dropped from the roster
and will forfeit all club privileges. There are approxi-
mately 80 of 173 renewal applications still not ac-
counted for.

During the last meeting, the club authorized pur-
chase of LIARS logo caps. They have been ordered
and | expect them to be available for purchase by the
February club meeting. (switched to February 19 due
to a meeting hall conflict on the 12th). | encourage
all members to have one, and to wear it often, espe-
cially at the field and during modeling events.

Also, the club has acquired 30 WRAM show.. .. cont.p4

Note: The LIARS Executive Board will meet the first Thursday of every month. Call Mike Falco for directions if you wish to attend.




LIARS GENERAL MEETING January 8, 2009
“SHOW AND TELL”

Stuart Chale brought in his duo of 3D models. The first is the Fancy a foamy from Vantage Models and the sec-
ond is the Clik from RC Factory. The Fancy (left) is milled out of Depron foam and is powered with an E-Flite 250
outrunner brushless motor. It has a 6 amp ESC and Dymond 4.7 Servos. It uses a 2 cell 250mah Lipo battery
and weighs 4.4 oz. ready to fly.

The Clik has a 31.5" wing span and uses the same equipment as the Vantage model, 4.5 oz. ready to fly. He is
waiting for some calm weather to try out these very 3D models. Good Luck Stuart.

Jeff Pogar brought in some new graphics he ordered for his Work In
Progress Corsair that he has shown to the members during most of
the stages of its construction. The items shown include wing and fu-
selage markings, along with nose art, right out of the Vargas Girls
photo book.

He was very satisfied with their quality in reproduction and color. The
company he used is called the Cal-Grafx Hobby Art Company and can
be found on the internet at www.cal-grafx.com . The phone number is
503-657-0946. It is located in Westlinn, OR. Great web site, check it
out. Now, | can’t wait to see the completed model Jeff has been dan-
gling in front of our noses for the last 6 months.
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SHOW AND TELL (continued)

Rick Cascella displayed an assortment of electric battery accessories along with chargers, digital voltmeters and
LiPo balancing aids. He has been dealing with a vendor that ships LiPo’s direct from China and has been very
pleased with the consistency of the company’s quality. The price, including shipping, seems to be very reason-
able and the batteries have met the vigorous demands his 3D flying has put them thru.

You can check out this company by going to HobbyKing.com and looking over what they are offering.

Rick is always on top of the latest in Electric 3D models and their requirements. He is an excellent judge of infor-
mation on the subject, so his approval of these batteries should alert you to a new and inexpensive source.

WRAM SHOW BUS INFORMATION

The Suffolk Falcons, as they did last year, is running another WRAM SHOW BUS this year.
It will be on Saturday, February 21st. The pickup locations will be: Gabreski Airport Bus
Station departing at 8:00 am. The old Home Depot parking lot on Rt 112 in Patchogue at
8:25 am, and the South Shore Mall parking lot, in front of JC Penny, around 9:00 am. The
price will be $25 per person, same as last year, for transportation only. The bus comes out of
the Hampton Jitney Bus Co. and water and soda will be provided by the Falcons.

This year I’'m having the guys send me a check, made out to the Suffolk Falcons, Inc. On
the check put an E-mail address, for conformation of receipt, and let me know at which pickup
point you will be waiting. Your members can contact me at santoraz@optonline.net or on
my cell phone at 516-983-7146. The best way to contact me is probably my E-mail. (Since
Mark does not want his home address posted online, please call him for that information.) Ib

You can expect to see an assortment of movies along with a comfortable bus ride to make
the trip more enjoyable.

Note: Last year the bus left the show about 3:30 pm which got us home by 5:00 pm. This
was more than enough time to see the entire show and to get you home in time for dinner. Ib

(Mark Santora, Suffolk Falcons Trip Coordinator)
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From Wiregrass RC, Enterprise, Alabama

Charging That New Battery
by Stan Grett and Jim Kale

In recent months, we have heard a lot of discussion on how to charge a new airborne battery
or transmitter battery. Charge times have been recommended from 12-24 hours. Dave
Thacker of Radical RC is the battery guy we listen to.

He recommends charging the new battery packs at 1/10 of the mAh, which is normally re-
ferred to as “C.” This rate is often referred to in magazine articles and manufacturers’ direc-
tions as C/10. He recommends that rate for 16 hours. Most NiCD manufacturers also recom-
mend this.

So, if your battery is rated at 1500 mAh, then charge it at 150 mAh for 16 hours.

Be careful, if your charger charges at less than the C/10 rate, you will have to charge it
longer. However, extremely long over charges are bad for the battery pack and will shorten
its life. Also high charge rates can shorten the battery life if there is anything overcharging
at all.

Cycling a new battery pack will help it get off to a good start in its new life. A good regi-
ment to follow is to cycle it for three charge/discharge cycles over a week-long period. If it
passes this test, it should give a good long life if maintained and charged properly.

Cycling a new battery pack before the start of each flying season, and after the flying sea-
son, will give you a good idea how the battery pack is holding up over a period of years.

Generally speaking, any battery that is more than three years old is on borrowed time.
However, we do know of cases where battery packs lasted as long as seven years. You are
betting your airplane though if you try to squeeze just a little more out of your battery pack
than it has to give. Battery packs are cheap when compared to replacing airplanes. »-

a message from the President..... (continued from P1)

tickets, to be distributed at half price to those members who preordered at the last meeting. | look forward
to attending the event myself.

Lastly, | am interested in soliciting relevant technical articles for the club newsletter. Sure, there is an abun-
dance of information available in hobby related magazines, and on the internet, but to have a resource
available internally is of good benefit. Consider that during the meetings, as members bring in and discuss
their projects, the high interest shown and especially, the many questions asked. Let’s see some relevant
technical articles!

Michael Falco, Club President
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In The 0bservation Seat
by Avey Shaw

Let’s travel back to a ime when there was no Radio Control
| am going to go back in time to an age when the hobby was void of R.C.

and the only thing we had was rubber-band power and gasoline. Actually,
there was some R.C., but that was for the most affluent. The radios were
huge, full of vacuum tubes, with nothing like the proportional equipment we
have today.

| was a kid and built rubber powered planes of all sizes. They came in
kits with plans. The parts were printed on balsa sheets that you cut-out your-
self with a blade from dad’s razor. The stringers were partially cut from a
balsa sheet. That, too, you had to cut apart. They gave you tissue that was
never enough and plastic or wood wheels, also a prop, wire, rubber and, not

to forget, the little bead the prop spun on all for twenty five cents or less.

Usually, you covered the smaller models with tissue and the larger ones with silk span. The glue |
used was sold in a corked bottle. It smelled like aircraft dope, got all over your fingers and you
picked it off with your teeth when it dried. Somehow the name banana oil comes to mind.

It was a lot of fun then, but the sport did not come into its own until you got a gas engine.
The engine sizes were as | remember rated as A,B,C, etc., A being the smallest. | don’t remember
if they had 1/2A. (That came later with the advent of the Glow Plug and Glow Fuel. Ib) They ran
on a mixture of gasoline and (Castor) oil and maybe something else. | bought it premixed. The
engine needed an ignition coil and condenser, points, battery and spark plug. There was a lever
that controlled the advancing (speed up) and retarding (slow down) of the spark. If you had every-
thing set up properly it would run, maybe. The planes | built using this type of engine were called
Free Flight.

I lived in Manhattan. Central Park did not allow flying. The only place to go was Van Cortland
Park in the Bronx. Some of these planes had eight foot one piece wings. Transporting them was,
indeed, a problem. | always had a friend with me. The subways, sometimes elevated, had ceiling
fans. You had to be very careful. You didn’t want to shorten your wings that way. Van Cortland
Park was a beautiful place for a city guy to fly in. The large open field we had to fly from was
great.

Setting up took a little time, but even more time was usually spent starting the engine. We
didn’t have electric starters. What you did have was an index finger that got plenty sore flipping
the prop. All of us old timers have scars on our index finger to prove how dangerous a hobby
this can be.

| will close by telling you of one incident | recall at Van Cortland Park. The airplane was set to
fly in a climbing helix. When the engine died it would return the same way, landing approxi-
mately in the same area it tool off from. This, of course, never happened. On this occasion, the
plane landed about two hundred yards from me as | chased it. It set down near a toddler whose
mother was not paying attention. The kid went to my plane and proceeded to poke holes in the
covering with his fingers. He liked the popping sound it made when he did it. All the time, the
mother was a few feet away ignoring what the kid was doing. Oh well, it could have been worse.

The plane could have hit the kid.
Avey Shaw
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THE LIARS OFFICIAL “FLYING WING, EGG CARTON, CONTEST”

(FIRST TEST- FLY OFFS AT OUR MARCH 12th MEETING)

The LIARS club will hold a Flying Wing (Egg Carton) Pre-contest at our March
meeting. The top three winners, to be determined at our April 9th meeting, will
compete against the SEFLI (Silent Electric Flyers of Long Island) and the LIRCS
(Long Island Radio Control Society) on April 21, 2009 at the SEFLI meeting hall,
in the Holtsville Ecology Site in Holtsville, NY. This will be a fly-off of the three
clubs’ top three winners.

CONTEST PRIZES TO BE AWARDED IN CASH.

First Prize, $35, Second Prize, $25, Third Prize, $15

We have had interclub contests before and it was lots of fun for the final fly off at
the SEFLI Club meeting hall. See page 7 for full size plans and instructions.

We will test fly our models at our March 12th meeting, with a final club fly off at the
April 9th club meeting. The final interclub event will be held at the SEFLI meeting

hall, which is equipped with a large 70 foot room perfect for this event, on April
21, 20009.

NOTE: Three launches for furthest glide distance. Best score out of three launches
is kept. Model must be built exactly as shown on plans. See rules on plan sheet.

ABSOLUTELY NO MODIFICATION TO PLANS ALLOWED!!

Lionel Bernstein, Contest Director

(Each Club will put $25 into a fund to be awarded to the winners)
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